April 10, 2000

It is particularly important at this
time in history to recognize this Con-
ference here in the Senate. The conclu-
sion of the Cold War has offered the
United States and the nations of the
world an historic opportunity to in-
crease security in the international
system through seeking cooperative
measures that would establish inter-
national standards of behavior useful
for improving global security. When
the Senate voted to ratify the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention in 1997, I am
pleased to say, this nation acted in a
committed and positive way to cap-
italize on the opportunity we have been
afforded.

Events in the past two years, how-
ever, have brought America to a cross-
roads with respect to the future of
arms control. The Senate recently
voted to reject the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, a treaty signed by 155
countries, that would have established
an international standard permanently
banning the testing of nuclear weapons
in order to combat the spread of nu-
clear weapons. I deeply regret that
vote by the Senate, Mr. President, and
am committed to find a way to achieve
the goal for which that treaty was ne-
gotiated.

Meanwhile, the Russian Duma con-
tinues its on again off again consider-
ation of the START II Treaty to reduce
the number of strategic weapons in our
respective arsenals of nuclear weapons.
To date, they have taken no action.
Each time a vote in the Duma ap-
proaches, an event occurs that
postpones its consideration of this im-
portant treaty that would reduce the
nuclear threat between Russia and the
United States and, indeed, to the world
as a whole.

Many Russian officials have observed
that no further progress in reducing
nuclear arsenals is possible if the
United States chooses to abrogate the
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty
which restricts the ability of the
United States and Russia to deploy na-
tional missile defense systems. Many
experts and public officials in the U.S.,
however, have concluded that the mis-
sile threat from rogue governments is
sufficiently real that the U.S. should
move forward on deploying a missile
defense regardless of its impact on
strategic relations between Russia and
the United States. The President, how-
ever, in signing the National Missile
Defense Act, indicated that before de-
ciding to deploy a national missile de-
fense system, he would assess the po-
tential impact of such a decision on
arms control regimes that support our
national security. The nation awaits a
decision that could occur this summer.

While this critical decision lies
ahead, U.S. negotiators have been
meeting with their Russian counter-
parts to explore a potential agreement
that could permit the U.S. to modify
the ABM Treaty in a way that would
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not threaten the strategic balance be-
tween the two countries. The outcome
of those negotiations is far from cer-
tain. The issues that are involved are
complex, and extend beyond the dyadic
relations between the United States
and Russia. Other nuclear powers, no-
tably China, are watching those nego-
tiations very closely to determine ap-
propriate policy directions regarding
their own nuclear strategy and arsenal.

As the U.S. and Russia examine the
thorny, complex issues involving the
relationship between offensive and de-
fensive strategic arms, and nations of
the world consider the Senate’s vote
against the CTBT, the world neverthe-
less remains committed to preventing
the proliferation of nuclear weapons
through the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT). That Treaty, ratified by 187
countries, recently celebrated its 30th
anniversary. In 1995, the states parties
to that treaty voted to extend its pro-
visions indefinitely. Later this month,
the Sixth Nonproliferation Treaty Re-
view Conference will take place in New
York. Given the events in South Asia
during the past year, and the vote on
CTBT in the Senate this winter, the
Review Conference will be a very im-
portant convocation at which all states
parties, including the TU.S., will be
called on to reaffirm their commit-
ment to the provisions of the NPT.

Given these current conditions in the
international environment, it is indeed
timely and vital that efforts such as
the International Arms Control Con-
ference hosted by Sandia Laboratory
take place. The meetings and dialogues
that occur at this Conference have pro-
vided important understanding among
the international community on major
arms control issues and I am confident
will continue to do so as long as the
world seeks to improve security
through cooperation.

I salute Sandia, and in particular, Dr.
Jim Brown, who founded the Con-
ference ten years ago and has faithfully
served as its organizer and driving
force during the past decade. If the na-
tions of the world will be able to build
upon cooperative understandings
reached through arms control agree-
ments, it will be because of the efforts
of people such as Dr. Brown, who has
devoted a career toward that goal. I ex-
tend my best wishes to conference par-
ticipants and urge them to work hard
to build a safer tomorrow for all of us.e

—————

ALLAN LAW

e Mr. WELLSTONE. Madam President,
I rise to talk about a truly extraor-
dinary Minnesotan.

Allan Law has been doing extraor-
dinary work in Minnesota for a very
long time. For more than 30 years he
was a public school teacher—which
merits mention in its own right.

But his work did not stop at the end
of the school day. He also is the found-
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er of Minneapolis Recreation Develop-
ment, Inc., a non-profit organization,
which has been providing constructive
recreational activities for our urban
youth. This after-school and weekend
program was developed more than 30
years ago and has been reaching year-
ly, on average, 400 of our hardest to
reach young peobple.

During that period, Allan has spent
untold hours meeting the needs of our
inner-city youth. Day-in, day-out Allan
Law wakes up and works to make the
Twin Cities a better place and the
young people living there stronger and
healthier. He provides us with a model
of what an individual, committed to
improving a community, can do.

Allan is an inspiration who has been
inspiring people for more than a gen-
eration. It is my hope and prayer that
he will continue his good work for an-
other 30 years.

I rise, as schools begin adjourning for
the year, to pay tribute to Allan and
his incredible work in making Min-
neapolis a better place—one young per-
son at a time.e®

—————

NORTH EAST WISCONSIN FAIR
HOUSING COUNCIL

e Mr. KOHL. Madam President, I rise
to recognize the contribution of the
North East Wisconsin Fair Housing
Council, which provides fair housing
enforcement services in the Fox Valley
in Northeastern Wisconsin. I applaud
the North East Wisconsin Fair Housing
Council’s fight to end housing discrimi-
nation. It is not only wrong, intoler-
able and unjust, it’s illegal. While we
would like to think that housing dis-
crimination is a thing of the past, it
still happens. And while we would like
to think that in this day and age, equal
housing opportunities are available to
everyone, too many people are still
shut out of the right to live in a home
of their choosing. The more frequently
citizens are reminded of their rights,
the more likely they are to seek jus-
tice.

The North East Wisconsin Fair Hous-
ing Council’s greatest accomplishment
has been an ongoing enforcement pro-
gram. As of March 1, there have been
906 fair housing complaints filed with
the North East Wisconsin Fair Housing
Council. Every year since 1992 there
has been a major pattern and practice
study conducted by the North East
Wisconsin Fair Housing Council.
Through national competition, the
North East Wisconsin Fair Housing
Council has been the primary con-
tractor on three Fair Housing Initia-
tive Program grants.

The North East Wisconsin Fair Hous-
ing Council has been at the forefront of
innovative ways to combat illegal
housing discrimination. In 1997 the
North East Wisconsin Fair Housing
Council received a Fair Housing Initia-
tive Program Grant which provided the
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